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Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Oral 
Language Development
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Welcome

Cory Wechsler
SEAL Program Coordinator

Patricia Montes Pate
SEAL Program Coordinator
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SEAL Mission

To prepare all Dual Language Learners / English 
Learners in California to learn, thrive and lead.
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Instructional Topics
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Multilingual Learning Toolkit

Partnering with Families to Affirm Children’s 
Languages, Cultures and Identities

March 2- English
March 29- Spanish

Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Oral
Language Development

April 21

Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Home 
Language Development

May 12
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Agenda

Close

Roles in Supporting Oral Language Development

Instructional Practices & Strategies

Research on Dual Language Learners / English Learners

Welcome & Introductions
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Research on Preventing the Creation of 
Long-Term English Learners
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Language Development Skills

• Use language with increasingly complex words & sentences 
to communicate ideas or to describe people, objects or events

• Engage in multiple-exchange, focused conversations
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Supporting 
Young Children 
to Develop Oral, 

Complex, 
Precise 

Language

Get the 
children talking 

& using the 
language!

Meeting the Language Needs of MLs
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Video: Complex Oral Language
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Roles of Adult in
Supporting Oral
Language Development / 
Función del adulto en
el apoyo del desarrollo
de lenguaje oral 
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Language 
Model

Questioner & 
Prompter

NarratorVocabulary 
Teacher

Talking about 
Books

Partnering 
with Families

Roles of Adult
Supporting Oral 

Language Development

Coach /
Facilitator

Conversationalist
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Teacher-Child Interactions

• Engage in back-&-forth exchanges
• Repeat or extend children’s responses
• Use advanced language
• Narrate own actions & children’s actions

• Encourage children to talk more
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Self-Reflection
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Teaching Complex
Academic Vocabulary
& Language / 
Enseñanza de
vocabulario y
lenguaje académico y
complejo
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Research on Preventing the Creation of 
Long-Term English Learners
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Why Thematic Instruction?

Provides rich context

Gives language purpose

Engages children in complex 
thinking & sophisticated use of 
language
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Videos: Integrated Thematic Unit
Preschool & Third Grade
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5 Steps to Intentional Planning

1. Determine Theme

2. Identify Learning Foundations / Content Standards

3. Build Background Knowledge

4. Identify Language of the Unit

5. Plan Instructional Practices & Strategies
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Theme

Cross-Curric
ular A

pplication

Valuable to Know

DepthResources

Interesting

Experiential Learning

Teacher Passion
Family Partnership

#1 – Determine Theme

INSECTS
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#2 – Identify Learning Foundations / Content Standards

Life Science: Properties & Characteristics of Living Things

1.1 Identify characteristics of a greater variety of animals & 
plants & demonstrate an increased ability to categorize them.

1.2 Indicate greater knowledge of body parts & processes in 
humans & other animals.

Life Science: From Molecules to Organisms: Structures & 
Processes

K-LS1-1 Use observations to describe patterns of what plants 
& animals (including humans) need to survive. 
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#3 – Build Background Knowledge
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#3 – Build Background Knowledge
Dual Language Programs

In Target Language Too!
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#4 – Identify Language of the Unit

Language Related 
to the Content

Language to Interact 
& Participate

English & Home Language(s)
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INSECTSANTLADYBUG DRAGONFLY BUTTERFLYHONEYBEE FLY

CHARACTERISTICS

red & black
stripes

small w ings

spots shiny

ACTIONS
fly

buzz

sting jump

crawl HABITAT on plants
near water

inside 
hives

colorful smooth

oval
thorax

swarm

hoverpollinate

fluttertransform

over water
beneath the 

leaves

around 
logs

in the garden

Language Related to the Content
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Type of Insect Characteristics Actions Habitat Diet

Honeybee

• Head, thorax, abdomen
• Yellow & black stipes
• 4 wings
• Sacs on hind legs

• Collect pollen & nectar
• Swarm
• Produce honey

• Hives
• Trees
• Meadows
• Flowers

• Pollen
• nectar

Ladybug

• Head, thorax, abdomen
• Red wings with black spots
• Elytra

• Eat aphids 
• Loveliness
• Hibernate

• Under logs
• In fields

• aphids

INSECTS
ANTLADYBUG DRAGONFLY BUTTERFLYHONEYBEE FLY
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The insect is ___.
The insect has ___.

The ___ insect can ___ and ___.

The insect #1 and the insect #2 both have ___.
A insect #1 has ___ while a insect #2 has ___.

Unlike the insect #1, the insect #2 has ___.

Description Compare & Contrast

Language to Interact & Participate
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INSECTSANTLADYBUG DRAGONFLY BUTTERFLYHONEYBEE FLY

CHARACTERISTICS

red & 
black stripes

small

abdomensmooth

antenna
fly

transform

swarm

sting

crawl

HABITAT
Inside 
hivesnear 

water

in the 
grass

on plants

ACTIONS

hover

The insect is ___.
The insect has ___.
The ___ insect can ___ and ___.

The insect is ___.
The insect has ___.
The ___ insect can ___ and ___.

Description

Compare & Contrast

In English & Home Language
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Supporting Children’s Home Language
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Supporting Children’s Home Language
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Characteristics
Características
nét đặc trưng

Action
Acción

hoạt động

Supporting Children’s Home Language(s)

insect
insecto

côn trùng ant
hormiga

con kiến

ladybug
mariquita

bọ rùa

butterfly
mariposa

bươm bướm

honeybee
abeja

ong mật

Habitat
Hábitat

môi trường sống
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Meeting the Language Needs of MLs

Access to Content
& Language Related 

to Content

• Hands-on, Tangible 
Experiences

• Visuals & Realia
• Gestures
• Repetition 
• Labeling

Opportunities to 
Interact & Participate

& Use Language
• Socio-Emotional Needs
• Process Content & 

Tasks

English & Target Language
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Research on Preventing the Creation of 
Long-Term English Learners
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#5 – Plan Instructional Strategies & Practices

Observation Pictures

\

Use of Visuals - Draw, Tell, & Label

Chants & Songs
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Observation 
Pictures / 
Imágenes de 
observación
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Observation Pictures
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At the Beginning of the Unit

What do you see?  

What do you think this is?

What do you wonder?  

What should we find out 
about?
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Throughout the Unit

- What do you see?

- What can you tell me
about this picture?

- Tell me what you’ve
learned about this insect.

- Tell me about the
characteristics of the
ladybug.  
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Draw, Tell & Label / 
Dibujar, Decir y Rotular
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Draw, Tell, & Label
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Draw, Tell, & Label

Direct teaching of high-level 
vocabulary & concepts

- brain compatible
- makes it comprehensible

Teacher models language

Children get to practice
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Simple More Complex

Draw, Tell, & Label

46

SEAL.org

Information matches headings on Planning Grid
• color-coding is used to chunk information

Key Points for Design

Type of 
Insect

Characteristics Actions Habitat Diet

Honeybee

• Head, thorax, 
abdomen

• Yellow & black 
stipes

• 4 wings
• Sacs on hind legs

• Collect pollen & 
nectar

• Swarm
• Produce honey

• Hives
• Trees
• Meadows
• Flowers

• Pollen
• nectar

Ladybug

• Head, thorax, 
abdomen

• Red wings with 
black spots

• Elytra

• Eat aphids 
• Loveliness
• Hibernate

• Under 
logs

• In fields

• aphids
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Key Points for Design

48



4/20/22

13

SEAL.org

Key Points for Design
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Implementation, Day 1
Teacher-guided instruction, direct teaching of vocabulary & concepts

Draw: Trace image with marker

Tell: Narrate as you are tracing
- using PFCs and Realia,
- Choral Response: “Say it with me!”
- Think-Pair-Sharess with oral sentence 

frames

Label: Write key words with marker
- draw line from word to image 
- be sure you are saying the word as you write the label
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Implementation, Day 2

Opportunity to review, reteach, & deepen children’s understanding

Review: Reprocess information using 2nd set of PFCs & Realia
- continue with Choral Response & Think-Pair-Shares
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Supporting Children’s Home Language

Spanish = mariquita
Chinese =瓢蟲

Punjabi = ਮਧੂ ਮੱਖੀ
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Dual Language Classrooms
Week 1 Week 2 or 3
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Dual Language Classrooms
Week 1 Week 2 or 3
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Content-Based 
Chants / Cantos y 
poemas sobre 
materias
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Content-Based Chants
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Why Chants and Songs?

Children love singing & chanting

Practice content vocabulary in context

Develops young children’s 
phonemic awareness

Oral patterning & repetition
make information retrievable
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EntomologistsBy Patricia Montes PateEntomologists here, entomologists there,
Entomologists, entomologists everywhere.Brave entomologists exploring,

Curious entomologists observing,
Intelligent entomologists investigating,
And dedicated entomologists studying.
Entomologists throughout the fields,
Entomologists inside their laboratory,
Entomologists in the library,And entomologists within our classrooms.Entomologists here, entomologists there,

Entomologists, entomologists everywhere.

Entomologists! Entomologists! Entomologists!

Content-Based Chants & Songs

3 - 5 chants / songs per theme
• pick familiar tunes

• embed concepts & vocabulary 

• make sure the rhythm works

• developmentally appropriate length

• think about gestures you’ll use

In sects  A ll A ro u n d

O rig ina l A u thor U nknow n

T une : T w ink le , T w ink le  L ittle  S ta r

Ladybugs and  bu tte rflies ,

B uzz ing  bees  up  in  the  sky .

T eeny, tiny  little  an ts ,

C raw ling  up  and  dow n the  p lan ts .

M any insec ts  can  be  found ,

In  the  a ir and  on  the  g round .
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Twinkle, twinkle little star.

How I wonder what you are.
Up above the world so high.

Like a diamond in the sky.
Twinkle twinkle little star.

How I wonder what you are.

Start with Familiar Tune
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Insects All Around
Original Author Unknown

Tune: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star

Ladybugs and butterflies,
Buzzing bees up in the sky.
Teeny, tiny little ants,
Crawling up and down the plants.
Many insects can be found,
In the air and on the ground.

Content-Based Chants & Songs
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Las abejas
Por Araceli Fonseca y Patricia Montes Pate   Melodía: De colores

Las abejas, 
Las abejas luciendo sus rayas
y alas transparentes.

Van volando, 
Van volando en busca de flores, 
en busca de polen.

Lo transportan, 
Lo transportan con sacos de polen 
que tienen aquí.

Y a la vez polinizan las flores de muchos 
colores, que me gustan a mí. 
(2x)
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Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Oral 
Language Development

Using Integrated Thematic Instruction

Draw, Tell, & LabelObservation Pictures

Content-Based Songs & Chants
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Thank You! ¡Gracias!
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